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This thesis proposes a historical analysis of the state in the European Community (EC) integration process.
It deals with theories of integration and sovereignty, analysing the interaction of national governments and the supranational framework of the
EU. It proposes that the EC integration process is without precedent in modem European history and fundamentally affects the way that states act
as sovereign units. It argues that states largely control the integration process, although this is mitigated by the fact that the integration process
also has its own dynamic.
The historical analysis in this thesis is partly chronological dealing first with early integration and working through to the contemporary period. It
is also partly thematic dealing with the various themes; economic, political and legal that have shaped the process.
Finally the analysis in this thesis is based on a consideration of the many academic debates which have marked every period of the integration
process.
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